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In the Family Court sitting at [place]


[Case No 
]

 [specify if Family Drug and Alcohol Court ]

The Children Act 1989

The Adoption and Children Act 2002

The Family Law Act 1996

[delete as appropriate]

THE CHILDREN
[Please add a separate sheet if more than 4 children]

	Name
	Girl/boy
	Date of Birth

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



DIRECTIONS ON ISSUE AND ALLOCATION OF PROCEEDINGS (SDO) [insert date]
1. [Name of local authority] has made an application on [date] for [specify Part 4 application] supported by the following Annex documents:

[  ] Social Work Chronology

[  ] Social Work Statement and genogram

[  ] The current assessments to which the Social Work Statement refers and on which the LA relies

[  ] Care Plan(s)

[  ] Index of Checklist Documents
2. The application form and Annex documents have been considered by the court which has given  directions upon issue and allocation. The court has considered the papers in the absence of the parties or their legal representatives
3. JURISDICTION:-
(a) The court considers that there may be an issue as to jurisdiction in respect of the children and consideration needs to be given to this issue [and the application of Council regulation (EC) No 2201/2003 (Brussels 2 revised)] to these proceedings by the parties as a matter of urgency; and 
(b) The local authority shall liaise with the [identify country] Consular authority in England and Wales or other competent authority in [name of foreign state] in relation to the proceedings or make a request to the Central Authority of [identify country] for such information as may be relevant to determine issues of jurisdiction.

THE COURT ORDERS:-

4. The proceedings are allocated for case management to [name of case manager(s)/case management judge]
5. A children’s guardian [(name


if available] shall be appointed for the child[ren]. 
[or]

A children’s guardian will not be allocated in time to appoint a solicitor and [solicitor’s name 

  of    





firm ] is appointed as solicitor for the child[ren]

[delete as appropriate]
6. [The local authority having indicated it wishes to apply for an urgent Case Management Hearing/ interim care order [and to remove the child(ren)], the parties are directed to discuss in respect of any order or direction applied for, the purpose of the hearing, any directions that will be applied for, whether any part of the hearing will be contested and the length of the hearing, and the local authority shall inform the court in writing by [time/date                       of the agreed or different positions of the parties.] 
7. [If appropriate] The time for service of Notice of the Proceedings is reduced to [insert time and date (or in exceptional case number of hours)] because [Insert brief explanation].
8. [If appropriate] The proceedings are listed for a [contested/uncontested] interim care order hearing/urgent Case Management Hearing [delete as appropriate] on [date] at [time] before [the magistrates/any District Judge or Circuit Judge in the county court who is available (identify legal adviser/judge if known)]. (ELH 2 hour(s) [or as appropriate]) The parties and their representatives are directed to attend court by [time] for pre-hearing discussions.
9. The local authority shall serve on all parties [and name of any other person           ] by [time and date to be on day 2 unless the court considers it appropriate to direct otherwise]
(a) The Application Form and Annex Documents filed with the court; and
(b) [any other document(s) specified by the court



]
10. The local authority shall file and serve on all parties [and name of any other person] the following Annex Document(s) which have not been filed with the application
[  ] Social Work Chronology by [time and date]

[  ] Social Work Statement and genogram by [time and date]

[  ] The current assessments to which the Social Work Statement refers and on which the LA relies by [time and date]

[  ] Care Plan(s) by [time and date]

[  ] Index of Checklist Documents by [time and date]
11.  The proceedings are listed for a Case Management Hearing at [place] on [date] at [time], before [identify legal advisor/judge if appropriate] ELH 1 or 1.5 or 2 hour(s) [delete as appropriate]. The parties and their representatives are directed to attend court by [time] for pre-hearing discussions.
12. The solicitor for the child(ren) shall arrange an Advocates’ Meeting no later than 2 business days before the Case Management Hearing.
13. The local authority shall draft the Case Management Order in the prescribed form and file it with the court by [time and date].
14. The local authority shall file and serve its Case Summary in the form directed by the Designated Family Judge by [time and date].
15. The child(ren)’s solicitor shall file and serve by [time and date] a Case Analysis document prepared by the children's guardian for use at the Case Management Hearing 

[or]
[The children's guardian shall be in a position to present orally a Case Analysis at the First Case Management Hearing]


[delete as appropriate]

16. On the basis that there is evidence of incapacity, the Official Solicitor is invited to act in these proceedings as the litigation friend on behalf of [name


] and the local authority is directed to complete, file and serve upon the parties and the Official Solicitor the Official Solicitor’s checklist by [time and date].
17. The parents shall each file and serve a Parents’ Response document by [time and date prior to the Advocates’ Meeting for the Case Management Hearing]. If the parents are jointly represented, they shall instead file and serve a joint response by this time.
18. The representative of any party seeking disclosure from any agency shall inform the other parties and shall obtain any available consent to such disclosure and if necessary shall file and serve an application for disclosure by [time and date prior to the Advocates’ Meeting for the Case Management Hearing].
19. The representative of any party who intends to make an application for permission to rely on expert evidence under Part 25 shall file and serve an application by [time and date prior to the Advocates’ Meeting for the Case Management Hearing]. 

20. No document other than a document specified in these directions or in accordance with the Rules or Practice Directions shall be filed by any party without the court’s permission.
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